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2 The Strategic Innovation Fund (SIF) is a multi-annual fund managed by the HEA on behalf of the
Department of Education and Science. Amounting to €510 million over the period 2006 - 2013, SIF
is directed towards support for innovation in higher education institutions. It supports new
approaches to enhancing quality and effectiveness within higher education and research,
incorporating the use of existing resources (including capital resources) more effectively, as well as
new funding.
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12. Panel summary comments on the Standards and Guidelines for Quality
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13. Part 1: European standards and guidelines for internal quality assurance
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Quality Review of the Irish Universities Quality Board (IUQB) -
commissioned by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) at the request of IUQB
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o Strand 3: Evaluation of the Compliance of IUQB with European Standards and
Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area
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the agency’s use of the external quality assurance procedures for higher
education as set out in the European Standards and Guidelines

- the agency’s possession of official status

- the regularity of the agency’s engagement in external quality assurance
activities

- the adequacy of the agency’s human and financial resources

- the clarity of the agency’s goals as set out in a publicly available mission
Statement

- the independence of the agency with regard to its decision making
processes and especially in relation to government and higher education
institutions

the use of external quality assurance criteria and processes involving self-
assessment by the review subject, external expert review, publication of
review outcomes and follow-up process

the putting in place by the agency of its own accountability procedures
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