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Undergraduate Entry
• EU  Applicants 

oApplicants apply via a Central Admissions Office ( CAO ) and 

entry is determined by subject entry requirements and points 

cut-off score (which is a factor of no of places, no of applicants, 

grade profile of applicants ) 

oCollective agreement by Irish universities on qualifications 

accepted and how they are mapped to Irish Leaving Cert

oManaged and governed by EU Qualifications Group

oAnnual requirements published in the EU Qualifications 

document which is published on CAO website

• Non-EU Applicants

oCriteria set by each university
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% Grade

Points 

Higher Level

Points

Lower Level

90-100 1 100 56

80-89 2 88 46

70-79 3 77 37

60-69 4 66 28

50-59 5 56 20

40-49 6 46 12

30-39 7 37 N/A

Leaving Cert Vocational 

Programme (LCVP) Link 

Modules  

Grade Points

Distinction 66

Merit 46

Pass 28

How are Leaving Cert points awarded?

Best 6 subjects are 
scored – Maximum 600 
points .



UCD Ireland’s Global University



UCD Ireland’s Global University

Graduate Entry
• EU  & Non-EU Applicants 

oDifferent models of assessing applications and qualifications across Irish 

universities .

oSome operating centrally , some operating a decentralised/delegated system 

and some a hybrid of both.

oArticulating entry requirements in terms of Level 8 award classifications such as 

First Class Honours (1H) , Upper Second class Honours (2H1 ) or Lower second 

class honours (2H2) is common. 

oMapping all qualifications to this award classification is generally required
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Some Sources of 
Information –
Qualification 
Recognition 

• ECCTIS  – Validate Institution, 
qualification award and Grade 
comparison tool

• Ministries of Education

• Embassies

• ENIC - NARIC 

• NUFFIC

• International – e.g. AEI Australian 
Education International
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UCD – What are the quality control points 
in managing different qualifications 

8

Comparing 
Grade Profiles 

of different 
qualifications 

using Statistics

Auditing 
offer 

decisions
Tracking academic 

performance of 
certain cohorts post 

entry  

Following up 
and reviewing 

when 
assessment 

decisions are 
challenged or

appealed

Governance of 
programme 

entry 
requirements, 
set or changed

Training 
and 

support for 
Admission 
assessors

Qualification 
checking ; 
validating 
uploaded 

documents vs 
originals (Paper 

or Digital )
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What are the 
challenges ?

Finding up to date data        

( e.g. grade distributions, 

award levels and % taking a 

qualification ) to support 

comparison of 
qualifications 

Recognition 

of those 

presenting 

with a mix of 

qualifications 

Consistency in assessing 

RPL, Experiential  Learning, 

Home schooling, 

Undocumented qualifications 

(e.g.EQPR)

Training and 

upskilling of 

those assessing 
qualifications
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